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Feb. 2008

	
	SAMPE Los Angeles Chapter

News and Information
	

	February 26th, 2007  (Tuesday)

5:30 PM 

SAMPE LA Chapter presents:

LIGHTWEIGHT MODULAR COMPOSITE 
FIREWALL SYSTEM

Dr. Clem Heil
President,  Composite Support & Solutions Inc (CSSI)

LOCATION : 

The proud Bird Restaurant

11022 Aviation Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90247
(310) 538-6868


TIME: 5:30 PM Social Hour

             6:30 PM Dinner

             7:15 - 8:30 PM Speaker's Presentation

COST: 
$15.00 with RSVP, and $20 at the door.   $5.00 student rate with RSVP.  This fee includes a 3-course dinner; presentation attendance only is free.

RESERVATIONS: 

Please call the LA chapter hotline number (310)- 

318-8155 to RSVP by Feb. 25th.   Anyone 

may attend.

DIRECTIONS

From the I-405 exit on Imperial Hwy heading  

west. Turn right on Aviation Blvd. The restaurant            

is located on Aviation Blvd. And W. 111th,  

about 200  feet from the northeast corner of 
Imperial Hwy/Aviation Blvd. 

Parking is in the fenced lot adjacent to the   

 restaurant.


	                 MEETING/EVENTS 
About the Topic
Utility transformer assets represent a $450 Billion investment in the U.S. and are an important component of the national economy. Presently a large part of the U.S. transformer fleet is more than 35 years old. The major insurance companies have predicted a dramatic increase in the failure rate of aging transformers that will begin to have severe impact on the energy transmission infrastructure by 2008. Major transformers are cited in banks of four or more and each transformer contains up to 14000 gallons of highly refined mineral oil. The fires which are commonly associated with catastrophic transformer failures can increase the impact of a single transformer failure beyond the loss of that asset, and thereby significantly increase the scope and the severity of power interruptions.

One obvious solution is to replace all transformers that are older than 35 years. However, replacement of transformers is expensive (approximately $4-$6 million each) with lead times of up to two years. A more fiscally responsible solution is to protect each transformer thereby isolating the potential damage associated with a catastrophic failure. Spaces between installed transformers are typically very narrow, making it difficult or impossible to install traditional firewalls. Therefore an innovative design build solution was necessary in order to protect invaluable and vulnerable energy assets.

A 35 x 35 ft lightweight composite firewall consists of 28 panels, assembled in four vertical sections. Five vertical columns which hold these sections are prefabricated steel beams which are fire protected with durable bolt-on covers. Therefore it is as easy to assemble the firewall as to take it down. An added advantage of this design is that the firewall can be removed in only a few hours. This gives added value to the customer because the space between transformers can always be reclaimed should access be necessary to accomplish some major, future maintenance issue. Our solution has recently received the Intelli-FirewallTM trademark. Additionally the American Society of Civil Engineers awarded the 2008 Charles Pankow Award for Innovation to this design solution.
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Dr. Hiel is the founder and president of "Composite Support and Solutions Inc., a Southern California-based company focused on safe-guarding the reliability and the efficiency of energy transfer. The company’s Intelli-Firewall is critical to the electrical transmission and distribution network of the future.

Dr. Hiel earned a doctorate from the University of Brussels (Belgium) on the subject of advanced composite materials. In his earlier career Dr. Hiel was a tenured faculty member at the University of Brussels and a composite materials design specialist with NASA.   

Recently Dr. Hiel has received the Medal of the “Institute Royal Des Elites du Travail de Belgique,” from King Albert II of Belgium for his innovations as an engineering practitioner and educator. He is also a recipient of the World Innovation Prize, from the International Baking Association (IBA), for the development and commercialization of a family of advanced, and energy efficient, Composite Baking Pan Designs.



	INSIDE
Feb. 26th  Chapter Meeting Details
Co-Chapter Meeting with IMAPS on March 25th, 2008
SAMPE LA Chapter Website: http://www.LASAMPE.org
September seminar detailed information is on SAMPE website

                       LA SAMPE CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP AND SPONSORS 
The Irene Epstein scholarship is awarded to deserving seniors at Fairfax High School who need financial assistance in order to attend college and who plan to study science, engineering, mathematics, nursing or medicine.  If you would like to make a donation or learn more about the scholarship, please contact Dr. Howard A. Katzman at 310-336-5860 or e-mail him at Howard.A.Katzman@aero.org.
Argosy International;  Bondline Products; 
Canyon Composites;  Delsen Testing Laboratories; 
Digiray Corporation;  Hitco Carbon Composites; 
Nelcote, Inc.;  TenCate Advanced Composites USA; 
Thermal Wave Imaging;  Ultracor, Inc.;  and YLA, Inc.


	SAMPE and IMAPS Co-Seminar in March
In March SAMPE and IMAPS (International Microelectronics and Packaging Society) will organize a co-seminar.   The topic of the seminar is “Small Outline Packaging of Pressure Sensors for TPMS” and it will be presented by Mr. Robert Hunter.
SAMPE LA Chapter welcome new members! 
Member-Get-a-Member Program - First time members to SAMPE and their sponsors will receive a free dinner at the first seminar they attend.
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